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Thirdly, graduate schools need to recognize that entering stu-
dents come from a variety of backgrounds, each with its own
inherent strengths and weaknesses. Some allowance must be
made for this in the graduate curricula.

One step that has been taken in this direction by the Joint
Program is the introduction of amath course in the first summer,
designed to help ensure that students do not start their first
semester with a disadvantage in this area. Finally, departments
offering bachelor’s degrees in oceanography should track their
graduates and see how they have fared in their further education
and careers. This information, along with statistics from gradu-
ate departments of oceanography on the rate of acceptance of
applicants and the fate of the admittees, classified by under-
graduate major, should be useful in future evaluation of under-

graduate programs.
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strength toasociety in their own specialty. A new society would
provide a mechanism for evaluating this strength, for focusing
it , and maximizing its application. The changes which can be
brought about in the world of social organizations by the
activities of The Oceanography Society could well be compa-
rable to the changes which were brought on-campus by the es-
tablishment of oceanography departments.

As in the universities, where all departments cooperating in
the marine sciences saw those programs strengthened by the ex-
istence of an oceanography department in their midst, itis likely
that the ocean-oriented programs of brother societies would be
strengthened by their association with The Oceanography
Society. A broader and deeper basis for support of all applica-
tions of ocean science, engineering, and technology could be
tapped.

The potential of oceanography seems unlimited. The oceans
constitute a major part of our planet. Understanding and fully
utilizing the oceans will require all the knowledge of the basic
sciences and all of the skills of engineering and technology. To
obtain appropriate support and to seek this understanding
effectively requires the coordination and focusing of the many
different participating institutions and societies. A missing
element has been a dedicated Oceanography Society.
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