
great  success  dur ing  the for ty-f ive years 
since the schoo l ' s  founding.  The resources 
avai lable  to s tudents  in the form of  facili- 

ties, cur r icu lum and fitculty are extensive.  
The  R S M A S  library is access ib le  to stu- 

dents  24 hours  a day, 365 days a year. Each 
s tudent  receives nearly unl imi ted  t ime on 
the schoo l ' s  compu t ing  system, which in- 
c ludes  l inks to a variety of  academic  and 
research networks.  And,  of  course,  individ-  

ual d ivis ions  provide  facili t ies equipped to 
satisfy research needs  within their  respec- 
t ive sub-discipl ines .  The small  s tudent- to-  
faculty ratio ( -2 )  enables  s tudents  to work 
closely with their  advisors  and to play an 
act ive role in research.  These  factors and 
more  come  together  at the R S M A S  to cre- 

ate an exceptional  educational  envi ronment .  
Despi te  the excel lent  provis ions  of  the 

R S M A S ,  s tudents  have gone a step fur ther  
and es tabl i shed  two organiza t ions  to ad- 

dress s tudent  needs and concerns .  These  
are the Mar ine  Science  Gradua te  Student  
Organiza t ion  ( M S G S O )  and the Organiza-  
t ion o f  Tropical  Mar ine  Science  Students  
(OTMSS) .  Soon after  the founding  of  the 
R S M A S ,  the M S G S O  was es tabl i shed  to 
insure s tudent  representa t ion  within the 
Univers i ty .  It has remained  an act ive voice 
th roughout  the s choo l ' s  history.  A repre- 

senta t ive  of  the M S G S O  occupies  a vot ing 

posi t ion on the schoo l ' s  Academic  Com-  
mit tee and part icipates  in the formula t ion  
of  pol icy regarding students.  The M S G S O  
also provides  a n u m b e r  of  services  such as 
short- term,  no- interes t  loans and new stu- 
dent  or ienta t ion  in tended to help with the 
p rob lems  of  " 'student life.'" As a means  of  

p romot ing  s tudent-facul ty exchange  as well 
as s tudent -s tudent  interact ion,  the M S G S O  

operates  a c o m m o n s  comple te  with music  
and a full bar. Finally,  the M S G S O  has 
created a travel  fund program to provide 
f inancial  ass is tance to s tudents  present ing  

the results of  their  research at scientif ic 
meet ings .  

Monies  al lotted to this fund annual ly  are 
ma tched  by the Off ice  of the Dean.  Exclud-  

ing the Dean ' s  match ing  funds,  the M S G S O  
receives  no mone ta ry  support  f rom the 
Univers i ty ,  and all of  its annual  budget  is 
met  th rough fund-ra is ing  activit ies.  Chie f  

a m o n g  these is the Annual  M S G S O  Stu- 
dent  Auct ion,  an event  in which  bus inesses  
and individuals  donate  their  services and 
merchandise .  The dona t ions  are auct ioned 
with earn ings  going  to the M S G S O .  Last 

year  the event  raised nearly $8,000. 

The  Organiza t ion  of Tropical  Marine 
Science Students  was es tabl ished in 1986 

to promote  activi t ies which  cont r ibute  di- 

rectly to the educat ion and training of mar ine  
science students.  

The O T M S S  sponsors  a n u m b e r  of  field 
trips to var ious env i ronmen t s  in South  
Flor ida and the Car ibbean ,  s t ress ing the 

importance of  an interdiscipl inary approach 

in the mar ine  sciences.  Th rough  these or- 
ganized  trips, s tudents  gain direct  exposure  
to, and an increased apprecia t ion  of, the 
sub-disc ip l ines  of  their  fel low students.  

Field trip leaders are faculty member s  or 
s tudents  with  special t ies in the areas to be 
visited. Beg inn ing  this fall, the O T M S S  

will sponsor  a series of  workshops  directed 
at improving  students '  presenta t ion  skills. 
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