
SOCIETY S O U N D I N G S  

YOUR INPUT INTO THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT SUGGESTIONS 
FOR WRITING YOUR MEMBER 

OF CONGRESS 

By Sarah Horrigan 

W R I T I N G  A LETTER tO your Senator 
or Representative is almost guaranteed 
to evoke a response, particularly in an 
election year. Making your letter clear 
(so a response is easy) can allow you to 
have considerable input. Following are 
a few suggestions. 

Address only one issue in a letter. 
Each letter is assigned to a particular staff 
person coveting a given issue area. If 
there is more than one issue per letter, it 
may be assigned to the wrong staff per- 
son, and the reply will be difficult to 
write, so it will get put at the bottom of 
the pile. 

A reply that's easy to write will get put 
at the top of the pile. It's important to 
remember that congressional staff are 
trained to make constituents feel good. 
Therefore, if you ask for something that's 
relatively easy to do and about which the 
Member is ambivalent (co-sponsor the 
Sea Grant reauthorization bill, for ex- 
ample), the staff person will comply with 
your request and write back a pleasant 
letter. ("Thank you for contacting me 
about . . . .  You will be pleased to know 
that I support . . . .  ") That's a lot easier 
than rationalizing why the Member is 
opposed to your view while still trying 
to keep you as a friend (and supporter). 

t tow do you know what to ask your 
Member to do? Associations and societies 
with Washington offices usually have the 
ability to track legislation and to alert their 
members about important issues. Some 
society publications have one-page legis- 
lative updates (for example, Physics To- 
day, A S M  News, EOS). Associations 
(groups of institutions rather than indi- 
viduals) include the Council on Ocean Af- 
fairs (COA) and the Board on Oceans and 

Atmosphere of the National Association 
of State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges (NASULGC).  NASULGC 
maintains a bulletin board on OMNET 
with approximately weekly reports of ac- 
tivities in Congress (contact S. Horrigan 
on OMNET to be prompted for the bul- 
letin board, if you are located at a NA- 
SULGC institution). Staff at COA and 
NSULGC also can respond to limited in- 
dividual requests for information about 
congressional activities. 

What does Congress have to offer TOS 
members? One area of considerable in- 
terest is federal funding for university- 
based research. This is a touchy subject 
at the moment, given the negative pub- 
licity that universities have received re- 
cently and the constraints on the budget. 
If you write to support federal funding 
for research, it is important to recognize 
the view of Representative Brown (D- 
CA), who is chairman of the House 
Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology: Scientists must view re- 
search funding as an opportunity that 
comes with a responsibility rather than 
as a right. 

147~at do scientists have to offer Con- 
gress? Ideally, the scientific community 
should provide sound, unbiased infor- 
mation to guide policy decisions that 
congress must make. If there is no input, 
the policy decisions will be made any- 
way, without the benefit of scientific in- 
put. On the other hand, if the input is 
tied to requests for funding, then scien- 
tists become "just another lobbying 
group." If you are writing your congress- 
person with advice on a policy issue, it's 
probably better to keep the funding issue 
out of the letter. 

Editor's Note: Sarah Horrigan, a TOS member, spent last year as a Congressional Fellow 
in the office of Congressman Edward J. Markey (D-MA), sponsored by the American Society 
for Microbiology. She is currently the Assistant Director--Federal Relations (Marine and En- 
vironmental Affairs) at the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. 
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MEETINGS AND 
WORKSHOPS 

SPONSORED BY TOS 

1993 Third Meeting of The 
Oceanography Society, Seattle 

Seattle will be the site for our third 
meeting during 13-16 April 1993. 
Information regarding the meeting is 
presented on the inside of the back 
cover. 

Co-SPONSORED BY TOS 

Workshop on Laboratory 
Modeling of Dynamic Processes 

in the Ocean, St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

During 8-12 September 1992, a 
session will be held on meso- and 
microstructure of the ocean, including 
discussions of measurements and 
models of processes. Please contact 
Prof. Ju. D. Chashechkim Institute for 
Problems in Mechanics, Prospect 
Vemadskogo 101, Moscow, 117526, 
CIS. 

Marine Technology Society 
in Washington, DC 

MTS will hold its meeting during 
19-22 October 1992 at the 
Washington Sheraton. Contact Sparge 
& Associates at 703/631-6200. 

International Conference on South- 
ern Hemisphere Meteorology and 
Oceanography, Hobart, Tasmania 

This meeting will be held during 
29 March to 2 April 1993 in Hobart. 
For more information contact Richard 
D. Rosen at 617/547-6207. 

International Conference on School 
and Popular Meteorological & 

Oceanographic Education, 
Toronto 

This conference will  take place 
during 14-18 July 1993, and further 
information can be obtained from 
Evelyn Mazuer at 617/227-2425. 
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TOS THIRD SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

T h e  Oceanography Society (TOS) an- 
nounces its Third Scientific Meeting to 
be held in Seattle, Washington, April 13- 
16, 1993 at the Seattle Sheraton Hotel 
and Towers and the Washington State 
Convention and Trade Center. 

The meeting format will follow that 
of  the Society's first two successful meet- 
ings in Monterey, California (1989) and 
St. Petersburg, Florida ( 1991): three days 
will feature half-day plenary sessions of  
invited talks and half-day sessions for 
contributed posters. The fourth day will 
include only a plenary session. Com- 
mercial exhibits will be co-located with 
the contributed posters. Social events are 
planned for most evenings. Students es- 
pecially are invited to attend and partic- 
ipate. 

Tuesday, 14 April 1993 

Chair: Michael Reeve, National Science 
Foundation 

Theme I: "The Role of the Ocean in 
Global Change" 

• World Ocean Circulation 
• Tropical Ocean and Global Atmo- 

sphere 
• Global Ocean Flux and CO2 
• Ridge Crest and Sea Floor Observa- 

tions 
• Arctic Ocean/Atmosphere/Ice System 

and Global Change 

Wednesday, 15 April 1993 

Chair: Sharon Smith, Brookhaven Na- 
tional Laboratory 

Theme II: "Physical Control of Food 
Chain Variability" 

• Models Coupling Physics to Popula- 
tion Dynamics 

• Grazing and Secondary Production as 
Key Control of  Ocean Primary Pro- 
duction 

• Measuring Communi ty  St ructure--  
Closing the Technology Gap  

• Interdisciplinary Fisheries Oceanog- 
r aphy - -A  Modern Case Study 

• Scaling--Linking Feeding and Tur- 
bulence to the Big Picture 

Thursday, 16 April 1993 

Chair: Kenneth Brink, Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution 

Theme III: "Advances in Coastal Ocean 
Research" 

• Exchange Between the Coastal Ocean 
and Atmosphere 

• The Influence of River Systems 
• Physical Mechanisms of Cross-Margin 

Transport  
• Significance of Benthic Processes in 

Coastal Systems 
• Biological Production and Material 

Export to Ocean Basins 

Friday. 17 April 1993 

Theme IV: "Perspectives, New Direc- 
tions and News in Ocean- 
ography" 

Overviews of the state of  oceanogra- 
phy and important  related new fields in- 
cluding advanced computing and visu- 
alization, the molecular biology/bio- 
technology revolution, and late-breaking 
news. 

ABSTRACTS 

Poster abstracts will be accepted for 
review 1 September 1992 through 1 Feb- 
ruary 1993. 

Abstract titles and content need not 
be specific to one of the broad session 
themes as outlined above. 

Abstracts must be s'ubmitted to TOS 
via U.S. mail, or other deliver3, service, 
in camera-ready form: on 81/:" X 11" pa- 
per. in courier 10 or 12 cpi O'pe only, with 
1" top and side margins, single spaced, 
and not  m o r e  than 27 lines total for 10 
cpi or 32 lines for 12 cpl, including all 
spacing lines and title and author infor- 
mation. Give title first, then author(s) and 
ayfiliation(s). Show name, address and 
phone number on the bottom half of the 
page containing your abstract. Abstracts 

submitted in an incorrect format will be 
returned. 

The abstract fee is $60 ($30 for stu- 
dents), which covers the cost of  process- 
ing and publication in the abstract vol- 
ume that is distributed during and after 
the meeting. Payment  of  the abstract fee 
must be made at the time the abstract is 
submitted and can be made with check 
or money order (in U.S. funds payable 
on a U.S. bank) or major  credit card 
(Master Card or Visa only). We regret 
that we are unable to process purchase 
orders and cannot issue invoices for pay- 
ment. Fees for abstracts that are not ac- 
cepted will be refunded. Revisions to ab- 
stracts are discouraged; revised abstracts 
will be treated as new submissions and 
will be charged an additional $60 ($30). 

TOS will provide a 4' X 8'frame (with 
an inside area of 46" × 94") on which 
posters" will be horizontally mounted. I f  
your poster requires electriciO, (approxi- 
mately $50/outlet) and~or additional 
fitrnishings (such as a table) there will be 
an additional charge. 

Submit abstracts, payments, and a list 
of  your special requirements to: 

The Oceanography Society 
1124 Wivenhoe Way 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 
Phone: (804) 496-8958 

(FAX and telemail submissions of  ab- 
stracts cannot be accepted.) 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  

All participants, including poster pre- 
senters, must register for the meeting. 
Registration information and forms will 
be available in September, 1992. If you 
are planning to attend the meeting but 
have not received registration materials 
by September 30, 1992, please contact 
TOS headquarters or our official regis- 
tration contractor: 

E.H. Pechan & Associates 
5537 Hempstead Way 
Springfield, VA 22151 
Phone: (703) 642-1120 ext. 158 


